
Theo Dorgan is a poet, novelist, prose writer,
editor, essayist, translator and broadcaster. His most
recent collection of poems is Orpheus (Dedalus Press,
2018). The collection of poems preceding this, Nine
Bright Shiners, also from Dedalus Press, was awarded
the Irish Times/ Poetry Now Prize for best collection
published in 2014. Among other recent publications

are: Liberty Walks Naked (2017) and Barefoot Souls (2015), both
translations from the French of the Syrian poet Maram al-Masri;
Jason and the Argonauts (2014), a libretto; and the novel Making
Way (2013). He is a member of Aosdána.

Joan McBreen is from Sligo. She divides her
time between Tuam and Renvyle, Connemara,
Co. Galway. Map and Atlas is her fifth poetry
collection. She has edited two anthologies The
White Page – Twentieth-Century Irish Women Poets
and The Watchful Heart – A New Generation of
Irish Poets. McBreen has produced two CDs and

a broadside The Mountain Ash, in collaboration with printmaker
artist, Margaret Irwin West, and printmaker, Mary Plunkett
(Artisan House, 2015). She is a serving member of the board 
of Poetry Ireland.

Paula Meehan, poet and playwright, was born
in Dublin where she still lives. She studied at
Trinity College, Dublin, and at Eastern Washington
University in the U.S. She has published seven
award-winning collections of poetry including
Dharmakaya (Carcanet Press, 2000) and Painting
Rain (Carcanet Press, 2009). She was Ireland

Professor of Poetry, 2013 – 2016, and her public lectures from
these years, Imaginary Bonnets with Real Bees in Them, was
published by UCD Press in 2016. Her latest collection of
poems is Geomantic (Dedalus Press 2016).

Michael Gorman was born in Sligo and educated
at Summerhill College and National University
College Galway where he taught for many years.
His collection Up She Flew (Salmon, 1991);
Postcards from Galway (Galway Arts Group, 1980)
and Waiting for the Sky to Fall (Lighthouse, 1984).
His work has been included in prominent

anthologies, including Voices and Poetry of Ireland (HarperCollins
2004), Lifelines - New and Collected: Letters From Famous People
About Their Favourite Poems edited by Niall MacMonagle,
(TownHouse, 2006) and Windharp: Poems of Ireland Since 1916
edited by Niall MacMonagle (Penguin 2015).
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Mary O’Malley is a native of Connemara. She
served on the Council of Poetry Ireland and was on
the Committee of the Cúirt International Poetry
Festival for eight years. She lectures and reads widely
in the U.S. and Europe. Mary has won a number
of awards for her poetry, including the Michael
Hartnett Poetry Award in 2018. She writes for RTÉ

Radio and broadcasts her work regularly.  She has published seven
books of poetry, the most recent Playing The Octopus (Carcanet
Press 2016). She is a member of Aosdána.

Louis de Paor was born in Cork in 1961. He now
lives in Connemara and has been Director of the
Centre for Irish Studies at the National University
of Ireland Galway since 2000. Selected poems in
Irish, Rogha Dánta, was published by Coiscéim in
2012 and his latest bilingual collection The brindled
cat and the nightingale’s tongue (Bloodaxe, 2014)

includes recordings of some of the poems with musical settings
by Ronan Browne. He has contributed to many anthologies, most
recently fermata: Writings inspired by Music edited by Eva Bourke
and Vincent Woods (Artisan House 2016).

Moya Cannon is the author of five collections of
poems, including Keats Lives (2015, Carcanet Press,
Manchester). Her poems have been translated to
spanish by the poet Jorge Fondebrider, (Pre-Textos,
Valencia, 2015) She was born in County Donegal
and now lives in Dublin. A winner of the Behan
Award and the O Shaughnessy Award, she has

edited Poetry Ireland Review and was 2011 Heimbold Chair
of Irish Studies at Villanova University, P.A., USA. 

Rita Ann Higgins has published ten books of
poetry, including An Awful Racket (Bloodaxe 2001),
Throw in the Vowels: New & Selected Poems (2005),
Ireland Is Changing Mother (Bloodaxe 2011),
Tongulish (Bloodaxe 2016), and Hurting God:
Prose & Poems (Salmon Poetry, 2010). She has
also written numerous plays, the most recent is

The Colossal Longing of Julie Connors (2014).  Higgins’s many
awards include a Peadar O’Donnell Award in 1989 and several
Arts Council bursaries. She is a member of Aosdána.

Eva Bourke is a poet and translator. She has
published seven collections of poetry, the most
recent being Seeing Yellow (Dedalus 2018). She has
published several anthologies and collections of
poetry in translation both in English and German,
and she co-edited with Vincent Woods, fermata:
Writings inspired by Music (Artisan House, 2016).

Her work has been widely translated and has received numerous
awards and bursaries. She is a member of Aosdána.
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For more information or as a souvenir of your visit, pick up a copy of the Letterfrack
Poetry Trail book (CEECC in conjunction with Artisan House Publishers, 2017).
It is available in Connemara National Park, in shops, or online www.artisanhouse.ie
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Letterfrack (Leitir Fraoch – speckled 
mountain or heathery side of the hill)
is nestled under Diamond Hill in the
Connemara National Park. 

1
9
1.3km
1-1½ hours
Easy - Moderate
On lead only

V i l l a g e  m a p  o f  t h e  p o e t r y  t r a i l

CEECC
Conamara Environmental,
Educational & Cultural Centre
www.culturalconamara.com

Connemara National Park
www.connemaranationalpark.ie

T r a i l  o f  t h o u g h t

On 17th October 2014, as part of the thirtieth birthday
celebrations of Conamara Environmental, Education &
Cultural Centre (CEECC), President Michael D. Higgins
launched the Letterfrack Poetry Trail. Earlier that year, nine
poets were commissioned to write a poem celebrating the
importance of place. Some poems are general in nature, and
some are site-specific and deal with the troubled history of
Letterfrack, in particular the eighty-six years (1887 – 1974)
when St Joseph’s Industrial School was in operation. 

CEECC, organisers of Sea Week and Bog Week, was founded
in 1984 by three school teachers, Clare O’Toole, Leo Hallissey
and Aingeal Ní Chonghaola. Sadly, Aingeal died in 2018;
this trail is a treasured part of a rich legacy she has left.

The poems are displayed on plaques designed by Sven
Habermann of Conservation Letterfrack. The words are
laser-engraved on wood mounted on original Blue Bangor
roof slates from the Industrial School. Three poems are located
in Connemara National Park, three in the Connemara West
Centre, and three in the village of Letterfrack, thus linking
all three sites. The trail can be picked up at the Country Shop
(no. 9) or in the National Park foyer (no.1).

In 2015, President Michael D. Higgins gifted a poem,
‘The Prophets are Weeping’, the first poem he had written
since taking office four years previously. This poem is located
in an unmarked location on the trail – enjoy the discovery!

Letterfrack village was founded in 1849 by a Quaker family,
James and Mary Ellis from Leicester in England who came in
response to deeply sad reports of the famine in the area. Today,
it is a vibrant village with a resident population of just over one
hundred. It has over 500 people in education at all levels –
a crèche, primary school, Youthreach, and GMIT Letterfrack,
an internationally recognised centre for excellence in furniture
design and technology. It has three active community
organisations, Connemara West plc, Forum Connemara,
and Connemara Community Radio, as well as many other
associated groups and organisations. The extensive Connemara
National Park consists of lands that were previously part of the
Kylemore Abbey and St. Joseph’s Industrial School. The former
school also houses Letterfrack Conservation and award
winning publishers, Artisan House. Today, beautiful objects and
artefacts are created, produced, and conserved in the village.

We are most grateful to Forum and Leader for their
unfaltering support. We thank Connemara National Park
for their assistance.  Míle buíochas.


